THE MIDSHIPMAN CRUISE          29

natural, as there were a good many American naval
officers with our squadron, while there had hecn very
few American girls in Turkey in 1858. Though she
had lived so long abroad she was still a good American
at heart, and she declared that she had fairly crowed
when she heard of our victory at Manila, because
she was surrounded by Austrians who had strong
Spanish sympathies and thought that Spain would
win.

But to return to the midshipman cruise and to
Constantinople, On the eve of Mohammed's birth-
day the foreign fleet and the Turkish batteries fired
a salute, and many of the minarets of the twin cities
on either side of the Bosphorus were illuminated,
making a beautiful sight. Before the festivities,
which lasted for some days, were over we sailed fur
Beirut in Syria, with Minister Williams on boanj,
At Beirut we made up a party for a journey over-
land to Jerusalem, and our itinerary of sights was
finally complete when* later, we visited Alexandria
and had a glimpse of an Kgypt whose backwardness,
in contrast with the present Egypt of order and im-
provement, is an unanswerable argument in favor
of British occupation,

Returning across the Mediterranean on the let-
surely homeward leg, we were at Genoa when Prince
Napoleon arrived from Marseilles on the steam-
yacht Reine llortimse^ to conclude his marriage con-
tract. From Genoa we went to Civita Vec%chia,